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About this event

Course Title: Understanding assessment and improving delivery in International GCSE
Biology

Course Code: 4BI1-20IF1

Aims and Objectives of the event

1. Be introduced to the idea of assessment objectives: what are they and why they are used
when writing examination papers,

2. Analyse recent question papers and learn which types of question match the different
assessment objectives,

3. Investigate different assessment objectives, considering how questions in these areas have
been answered by looking at feedback from previous exam series,

4. Discuss strategies for teaching to try and make sure students can access questions targeting
different assessment objectives,

5. Review the support Pearson offers for the qualification,
6. Network, discuss best practice and share ideas with other teachers.
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Agenda

Time

4 pm

4.30 pm

5pm

5.45 pm
6 pm

Item

Welcome
Tea and coffee

Agenda & Introductions

International GCSE features / Introduction to the new
Edexcel International GCSE in Biology

Assessment Objectives What are they? Using
assessment grids

Break

Looking at student responses AO1
How to improve AO1 skills

Lessons from the examinations

Final questions
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Activity 1 — How were 2019 papers different from previous ones?

Purpose:

¢ Review the impact of assessment and specification changes on centres and candidates

Task 1

1. Consider how the reformed papers were different from those from the previous specification.
2. Write down four observations from your centre or from your students.
3. Compare your observations with other delegates on your table.

Prepared by Pack Production 2016



Pearson

Activity 2 — Looking at Assessment Objective Grids

Purpose:

o Look at how papers are designed to examine the assessment objectives

o Look at how papers are designed to examine the specification content

e Look at how papers are designed to examine across the grade range

e Assign assessment objectives, specification content and target grade to items

Task 1

1. Look at the June 2019 paper 1B.

2. Now for all items in Questions 2, 3, 4 and 5 classify these in terms of:

v L

Content or specification reference
Assessment Objective

Target grade
Question type
Compare your answers to those of other delegates

Biology Paper 1B

Total
Q marks
(110)

i 1

Spec ref

24

AO1
(44:2)

AO2
(44+2)

AO3
(22+1)

Grade
1-3
(30)

Grade
4-6
(a0)

Grade
79
(a0)

Maths skill ref

Maths
(11)

Recall
(18)

MCQ/Objective
(6 to 10)

Question Type

ii 3

2.21

2

2.3
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Activity 3 — Assessment Objective 1 Looking at student responses

Purpose:

o Look at student responses to AO1 items from June 2019 paper 1B
e See how assessment objective is examined
e Appreciate how differences in candidate responses result in different marks

e Understand how mark scheme is applied

Task 1

Look at Question 3b.

Without reference to published mark scheme rank order samples A-D.
Compare your order with other delegates.

Now use published mark scheme to mark samples A-D.

o bk~ N =

Compare your marks with those of other delegates.

Question 3b

Sample A

(b) Explain why the energy in the mud worms is not all transferred to the organisms
that eat them.
(4)

due et a ]_7 s kst in had  as WC_:J@1_,;HQ
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Sample B

(b) Explain why the energy in the mud worms is not all transferred to the organisms
that eat them,
(4)

o 'n\m QML R\ eIt """.“N"b‘“ _ W e
& Wﬂ.e.rnm.&.b O Uhed Sec [m?\m\w\\‘ Gome. s, VoS
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Sample C

(b) Explain why the energy in the mud worms is not all transferred to the organisms
that eat them.
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Activity 4 — Assessment Objective 1 Looking at student responses

Purpose:

o Look at student responses to AO1 items from June 2019 paper 1B
o See how assessment objective is examined
o Appreciate how differences in candidate responses result in different marks

e Understand how mark scheme is applied

Task 1
1. Look at Question 9b.
2. Without reference to published mark scheme rank order samples A-D.
3. Compare your order with other delegates.
4. Now use published mark scheme to mark samples A-D.
5. Compare your marks with those of other delegates.
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Question 9b

Sample A

(b) Water pollution can occur if sewage enters a river.

Explain the biological consequences of sewage pollution on a river ecosystem.
(6)
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Sample B

(b) Water pollution can occur if sewage enters a river.

Explain the biological consequences of sewage pollution on a river ecosystem.
(6)
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OnGun (Total for Question 9 = 9 marks)
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Sample C

(b} Water pollution can occur if sewage enters a river.

Explain the blological consequences of sewage pollution on a river ecosystem.
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PERSONAL LEARNING

Things to do:

Things to avoid

Your ideas:
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